
 
 
 

 
Ghent PDF Workgroup White Paper, 

PDF Specifications in Practice, Now Available 
 

Practical Guidelines for Graphic Arts Professionals Using PDF Workflows 
 

Ghent, Belgium – 6, June 2005 -- Ghent PDF Workgroup (GWG), the international assembly of graphic 
arts professionals established to create, test, and disseminate best practices and specifications for 
publishing workflows, today announces availability of a free white paper, PDF Specifications in Practice. 
 
The GWG white paper was written to provide readers with a comprehensive overview of current PDF 
specifications developed by the GWG, and how to utilize these specifications to achieve best practice PDF 
workflows for the range of print categories including magazines, newspapers, sheetfed offset and digital. 
PDF Specifications in Practice offers background information on GWG specifications; and illustrates their use 
in popular desktop, PDF generation, and PDF verification applications. 
 
The white paper explains why demand led to development of the GWG PDF specifications, and 
the commonalities and differences among them. Additionally, the paper describes the publishing workflows 
supported by GWG specifications and highlights the different stages of the workflow where GWG 
specifications can streamline the process. 
 
Readers will find a detailed comparison between the Ghent PDF Workgroup specifications and the PDF/X 
standard as well as an overview of the main DOs and DON’Ts in a typical publishing workflow. 
 
This white paper is the first in a series of educational materials to be issued by the GWG. Additional white 
papers including GWG’s Color Management in Practice are scheduled to be available in 2005. More 
information on additional white papers will be announced as they become available. 
 
GWG’s PDF Specifications in Practice white paper was written collaboratively by several GWG members, 
including Menno Mooij, Elli Cloots, Peter Maes, Pascale Ginguené, David L. Zwang, and David van Driessche. 
 
Download your free copy of the GWG PDF Specifications in Practice white paper at: 
http://www.ghentpdfworkgroup.org/en/specifications_2004.php?main=2&sub=8. 
 
About the Ghent PDF Workgroup 
The Ghent PDF Workgroup (GWG), formed in June 2002, is an international assembly of industry associations 
and suppliers from across Europe and the United States.  
 
The GWG’s objective is to establish and disseminate process specifications for best practices in graphic arts 
workflows.  
 



Members comprise graphic arts associations in Belgium, The Netherlands, France, Switzerland, Denmark, Italy, 
Austria, The United Kingdom and the United States, as well as observer-status organizations from Sweden, 
Norway and Germany. Vendor members are to date: Adobe, Agfa, Apago, Artwork Systems, CGS, Creo, 
Enfocus Software, Esko Graphics, Global Graphics, Heidelberg, pub-specs, Quark and Screen. 
  
For more information about the GWG, its members and objectives, visit www.ghentpdfworkgroup.org. 
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